HAMPDEN AND  SHIP-MONEY
they should be whipped home into their right wits ;
and much beholden they should be to any that would
thoroughly take pains with them in that sort. . . . In
truth, I still wish Mr. Hampden, and others to his
likeness, were well whipped into their right senses.
And if the rod be so used that it smart not, I am the
more sorry.5 This was the man who had once been
forward in the Petition of Right. And, while he
wrote, he still detected no signs of the storm by which
he was so soon to be overwhelmed.
Confident, however, as Charles and his Ministers
might be in spite of all auguries as to the condition
of affairs at home, they were forced to take more
serious notice of the disaffection in Scotland. There
the form of service ordained by the prelacy was
provoking riots in the churches. At the sound of
Amen, an old woman in St. Giles'3 Edinburgh, flung
her stool at the preacher's head, shouting, c What ye
villain ! Do you say mass in my lug ! * and a dog
with black and white spots running along the street
was called a bishop. In February, 1638, great bodies
of Scotsmen were signing a national covenant,
engaging ' to labour by all means lawful to recover
the purity and liberty of the gospel, as it was established
and professed before the innovations.3 In November,
the Church Assembly at Glasgow, in the presence of
the King's agent, the Marquis of Hamilton, abolished
episcopacy in open defiance of law. The challenge
was accepted by the Crown, and what was known as
the first Bishops' War was the consequence. But in the
meantime, the Puritan leaders in England had been
evolving a religious distinction of their own which was
to play an important part in the future of the country.

